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In these uncertain times, the First United
Methodist Church of Mineola understands
the need for your safety. For your comfort,
the church will be providing live church
services using Facebook Live at 8:30 am,
10:50 am, and 11 am every Sunday.

Additionally, on KMOO from 11 to 11:30 am on Sundays,
the church will have a devotional led by Dr. Jay Horton.

Jesus is risen
Spread the good news

Please join us at facebook.com/MineolaFUMC

County has 4th case; stay-at-home continues

Wood County recorded its sec-
ond and third cases of COVID-19 
on Sunday and fourth on Tuesday 
as the county entered its second 
week under a stay-at-home order.

The county’s first case of the 
disease caused by the novel coro-
navirus was reported on Tuesday, 
March 31 – the same day that all 
Wood County public schools an-
nounced they would remain closed 

until at least May 4.
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott an-

nounced the school closings as part 
of his expanded order that day.

On Wednesday, County Judge 
Lucy Hebron expanded the Wood 
County disaster declaration to in-
clude a stay-at-home advisory, re-
stricting residents to their homes 
unless involved in an essential ac-
tivity.

The judge’s full order, including 
a comprehensive list of essential 
businesses and activities, can be 
found at mywoodcounty.com.

The second and third cases were 
confirmed by the Northeast Texas 

Health District, which is the public 
health authority for Wood County 
and several surrounding counties.

In a social media post, Hebron 
said both patients were under 
home isolation, and no other infor-
mation was available.

“It is becoming evident that 
Wood County will be reporting 
additional cases (as reported by 
NET Health) as soon as we get ac-
curate information,” she added.

Mineola City Manager Mer-
cy Rushing confirmed to the city 
council Monday that one of the pa-
tients is from Mineola.

Other county officials moved 

to further restrict public access to 
county offices, which had been of-
fering limited services.

Access to playground equipment 
at public parks was also restricted. 
Parks generally remained open, 
but any equipment was roped off.

Park use and other recreation is 
allowed as long as physical dis-
tancing is maintained.

Schools continued to adapt their 
models for meal service, with each 
district offering a slightly different 
version of free meals during the 
school week for all children 18 and 
younger living in the district.

Schools also continued working 

through the challenges of stay-at-
home learning with a variety of 
methods for those students unable 
to access the Internet.

The University Interscholastic 
League adjusted its status, as it had 
initially restricted all competitions 
until at least May 4. That won’t be 
possible with school and all related 
activities postponed until at least 
that date, so the UIL stated that it 
will continue to monitor the situ-
ation since activities could not re-
sume until students have sufficient 
time to re-acclimate.

The city of Mineola jumped in late last week to close off all playground equipment in city parks, though the parks remain open for recreation as long as social 
distancing is followed. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

The Quitman Develop-
ment Corporation (QDC) 
has had a good response 
from local businesses re-
sponding to its short-term 
grant offer.

QDC Board President 
Martha Scroggins said the 
group is trying to get mon-
ey into people’s hands this 
week and they were writing 
checks Monday, April 6.

“I understand there have 
been 20 applications that 
have been dropped off at 
city hall,” Scroggins said 
Friday. “What we are going 
to do is call and verify that 

they have applied, get their 
address and verify they are 
a Quitman business or ser-
vice and we are going to 
cut checks. Once we verify 
their information – and we 
are not asking for financial 
information, we don’t care 
anything about that – we 
will make out the checks 
and work out a way to hand 
them off. They can come to 
the office and we can hand 
it to them through the door 
or we can deliver.”

Scroggins added, “It’s on 
a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. The deadline is April 10. 
If by the 10th we are out of 
money, then we are out of 
money. We are not waiting 

until the tenth to issue funds 
because we know people 
need the money now.  It’s 
just a small amount, but 
maybe it will help with food 
for a week or an electric bill 
or for rent.”

The QDC was able to give 
24 grants to local business-
es in the city limits of Quit-
man.

“We do have a little bit left 
over and we have until April 
10. We just wanted to get 
checks out to help people as 
soon as we possibly could,” 
Scroggins remarked.

Board member Mayor 
Pro Tem David Dobbs was 

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

Since starting the Small 
Town Strong Project, Min-
eola Community Bank has 
had numerous applications 
for assistance turned in by 
local small businesses.

Fourteen businesses in 
Mineola have already re-
ceived funds as of Friday. 
Many more applications 
are ready to be reviewed 
and approved by MCB and 
Mineola Economic Devel-
opment Corporation repre-
sentatives. 

Edgewood MCB members 
and Edgewood EDC have 
worked together to fund 

several businesses in their 
community. A predeter-
mined cap for assistance per 
applicant has been set, and 
submitted applications are 
continuing to be reviewed. 

The approval committee 
consisting of MCB mem-
bers, First National Bank 
and the Winnsboro EDC are 
meeting every Friday to re-
view and approve applica-
tions for assistance. Winns-
boro businesses who have 
applied will get relief soon. 

The Grand Saline rein-
vestment fund began pro-
cessing financial assistance 
applications  on April 2 and 
is quickly disbursing funds. 
Applications are being re-

viewed locally as they are 
submitted, and businesses 
requesting assistance will 
be offered 5% of available 
funds at the time of appli-
cation.

The Small Town Strong 
Project’s mission is to help 
independently owned busi-
nesses in Mineola, Winns-
boro, Lindale, Grand Sa-
line and Edgewood remain 
functional by offering as-
sistance with fixed expens-
es such as rent or utilities 
during the uncertainty of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

MCB initiated the project 
by contributing $10,000 to 

County lake beaches 
remain open for now

Mineola teachers couldn’t bring students to their classrooms, so they took it to the streets last week with a lengthy 
parade through neighborhoods with decorated vehicles, messages of “We Miss You” and more. (Monitor photo by 
Phil Major)

Schools remain shut 
to slow virus spread 

QDC handing out business assistance checks

Bank working through business aid requests

Wood County commis-
sioners had planned to 
discuss closing the public 
beaches at the county’s four 
lakes Tuesday.

But instead they held a 
closed session and took no 
action afterward.

The reason cited for the 
closed session was pending 
or contemplated litigation.

While stay-at-home orders 
do not restrict citizens from 
getting their exercise, physi-
cal distancing is stressed.

The issue of closing off 
public spaces has resulted in 
a variety of debates around 
the country.

For example, one town in 
Georgia closed its beaches 
only to have the state’s gov-

ernor reopen them.
Locally, park equipment 

has been closed off, as keep-
ing it sanitized regularly is 
difficult. But open spaces, 
such as the Mineola Nature 
Preserve, remain open.

The Texas Parks and Wild-
life Dept. moved to close all 
state parks on Tuesday.

It stated: “Despite the im-
plementation of increasingly 
restrictive visitor use mea-
sures to help minimize the 
transmission of COVID-19 
at parks, TPWD has reached 
a point where public safety 
considerations of those in 
the parks, and in the sur-
rounding communities, 
must take precedence over 
continued operations.”

Easter moving online, drive in
By AMANDA DUNCAN

and LARRY TUCKER
news@wood.cm, editor@wood.cm

Despite the limitations to 
social gaterhings, citizens 
are finding ways to worship 
together and celebrate Eas-
ter.

Most churches have sus-
pended their activities and 
meetings through the end of 
April but are streaming ser-
mons online and on social 
media. 

In an effort to have some 
normalcy and a common 
element of Easter Sunday, 

Mineola First Baptist Church 
will celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper together through its 
streamed service.

“We are following Judge 
Hebron’s leadership and not 
having a drive-in church ser-
vice, but wanted to do some-
thing that would still unite 
us even if it’s from our own 
homes,” said Pastor Phillip 
Casper.

It is offering pre-packaged 
elements at the church office 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. during 
the week for members to 
pick up or encouraging 
those who tune into the ser-

vice to have their own bread 
and juice.

Mineola First United 
Methodist Church will offer 
services through Facebook 
Live at 8:30 and 10:50 a.m. 
and then deliver Easter bags 
to assisted living and senior 
apartments.

Families aren’t gathering 
with their extended family 
but are making the most of 
the holiday with small Eas-
ter egg hunts and big Easter 
dinners.

Some have bought new 
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PHIL MAJOR

This week we are going to take a slight break 
from talking about, well, you know what, to talk 
about chickens.

Specifically the young people in Wood County 
who have raised their chickens for the broiler 
show of the Wood County Junior Livestock Show.

They were supposed to have that show last 
weekend, but, as with everything else, it has been 
postponed.

If you know a little about raising chickens to 
show, and that’s how much I know about it – a lit-
tle – you know that there is a time limit. The students pick 
up their chicks a certain number of days ahead of the stock 
show and then see who can do the best job raising them, 
selecting the three best to show.

So when the livestock show had to be postponed, that 
didn’t work for the chickens, who frankly have an expira-
tion date.

So the plan was to go ahead and show them April 8 even 
though the rest of the show was pushed back to April 16-18 
and then possibly April 30-May 2.

But even that wasn’t going to work, so the county ag 

teachers banded together last Tuesday to gather 
all the chickens and also be their handlers for the 
judging.

The show was broadcast online, and the result is 
that we now have this year’s broiler champion for 
Wood County, Michael Miller. At one point 160 
were viewing the show.

I’m sure that has to be a first, live broadcasting a 
chicken show from a local county stock show.

It’s been interesting to watch school board, city 
council and county commissioner meetings online, 

but who could have predicted watching ag teachers take 
turns exhibiting their students’ poultry for the judge to 
determine the grand and reserve champions.

At least one got a little extra souvenir from the wrong end 
of the bird.

This is just one more example of the imagination and 
perseverance of our teachers trying to make this online 
learning thing work as well as it can.

They do need a gentle scolding for perhaps not always 
being a full six feet apart, especially on the day the county’s 
first COVID-19 case was announced.

But their hearts were definitely in the right place.
This is just another example of the kinds of upset this 

pandemic has brought upon our lives, and the memories 
our students are being cheated out of through no fault of 
their own.

No, it isn’t fair, and in many cases, there really isn’t a 
good way to make up for it.

Our youth are having to learn some pretty tough lessons 
at a far too early age.

But hopefully what they will take away from all this is 
not just the negatives, the unfairness, but the experience 
of seeing folks around them having to come up with new 
and different ways of doing things without a lot of time 
to figure them out. Those are lessons that will definitely 
serve them well as they venture into a future that is always 
unknown, but especially now.

Being able to think on your feet, improvise, and come 
up with a workable, if not ideal, solution is a lesson whose 
value may not be known for years, but will no doubt prove 
important.
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MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m., City 
Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in November 
and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.
MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD - third 
Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at 
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.
MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 a.m., 
106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Country 
Club.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 8:45 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 8:45 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Tuesday. 903-497-1162; Dominoes, cards, rummy cube.
MLOTA LINE DANCE GUILD – Tuesday and Friday, 8 to 9 a.m. 
beginners, intermediate 9 a.m. to noon
MLOTA FIBER/CRAFT ART GUILD – third Wednesday at 1 
p.m. and first and third Thursday at 10 a.m.  
MLOTA QUILT GUILD - first Thursday at 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.; business 
meeting fourth Monday.
MLOTA RUG HOOKING GROUP - first Thursday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Beginners are welcome.
MLOTA PHOTOGRAPHY GUILD - fourth Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 
All levels welcome
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD – first and third Tuesday, 1 p.m. 
Business meeting second Monday at 10:30 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provided. 
903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Mineola 
Civic Center. President Loraine Epps.
QUILTS OF VALOR group, Stitchin’ Angels, meet the last 

Wednesday of the month at 10:30 a.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., 
Mineola, to make quilts for service members and veterans.
QUITMAN GARDEN CLUB - second Tuesday (except when on 
field trips), 2 p.m., Quitman library. quitmangardenclub@gmail.
com. All are welcome.
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, Faith 
Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN LIONS CLUB - For meeting time and place call 903-
763-4126.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 1:30 p.m., UT Health 
Quitman board room. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, UT Health Quit-
man Community Room, N. Hwy. 37.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 5:30 p.m.; city hall.
QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Adminis-
tration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - third Monday, 
11:30 a.m., Caroll Green Civic Center, Quitman.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAWKINS - 
fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets third 
Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in Winnsboro. 
903-253-3635.
TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL - Garden Valley chapter, 

Tuesdays on Mercy Ships campus, noon to 1 p.m. Call ahead 
for room details 903-939-7000 or gvtn@mercyships.org.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Baptist 
Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240 , 569-2415.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - meet-
ings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be deter-
mined at the Wood County Airport board room.
UT HEALTH QUITMAN - needs volunteers. Great opportunity 
to meet people while helping your community. Contact Beverly 
Haynes, 713-447-6903.
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting new 
members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke every 
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kayoung.
wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY 4-H HORSE CLUB - Business meeting, Mon-
day, 2 p.m., Wood County Extension Office.
WOOD COUNTY AGGIE MOMS - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at 
Speakeasy in Quitman (except January, June, July, August), 
903-539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, third 
Thursday, 8 a.m., appraisal district office. Open to the public.

WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GARDENS – 
garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, all levels of 
experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the kitchen of the 
Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg Pkwy, Quitman – the 
two-story white house behind the pavilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every other 
Tuesday, Courthouse, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. The public is invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, Quit-
man Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.org 936-
635-4656
WOOD COUNTY EXPLORERS – first Monday, 6 p.m., Armed 
Texans facility.
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third Mon-
day, January through May and September through November, 
7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger Community Room. 
For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
WOOD COUNTY PREC. 2 CONSTABLE EXPLORERS – first 
Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Armed Texans Training Facility, 369 CR 
2784, Mineola.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL ASSOCI-
ATION - third Monday, Sept.-Dec. and Feb.-April, 2 p.m. and in 
May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity Center, 402 S. Main St., 
Quitman. All retired school personnel are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., school 
cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 p.m., 
Yantis Community Center.

Listings alternated on a weekly basis

Dear editor:
It’s time to pray and not 

point fingers at people’s 
sins and shortcomings.

The Bible talks about 
weeping between the porch 
and altar. It talks about tak-
ing the beam out of your 
own eye, so you can help 
take the small stick out of 
someone else’s eye.

Are you upset with athe-
ism in America – have you 
wept and cried, prayed 
and loved the atheist  and 
warned them in kindness 
and compassion?

Are you upset at the ho-
mosexuals in America – 
have you warned them of 
disease with a kind, com-
passionate heart after hours 
of prayer for them, have 

you shown them hope and 
a better lifestyle – have you 
loved them even while they 
were sinners?

Are you upset about un-
righteous leaders in govern-
ment? Have you cried for 
righteousness and prayed 
for their sins to be repent-
ed of and covered? Have 
you prayed for them to be 
delivered from pride and 
arrogance?

Come to the cross and 
pray in love, in hope, in 
compassion, in mercy. Our 
place of worship is open to 
anyone – any time.

Jesus Christ Open Altar 
Church, Hawkins.

Mark McDonald
Hawkins

The Wood County Junior 
Livestock Show, scheduled 
April 2-4, was initially post-
poned and then moved to 
an online model.

The county’s ag teach-
ers got together Tuesday, 
March 31 with all the en-
tries for the poultry show 
and held an online event.

The broilers were exhib-
ited and judged, and the 
event was broadcast via 
livestream on social media.

Up to 160 viewers were 
tuned in at one point.

Remaining shows are 
being conducted with stu-
dents sending in two-min-
ute videos of them showing 
their animals. 

Deadline to submit videos 
to ag teachers for judging is 
April 13.

The final poultry results 
are as follows:
1-Michael Miller, Wood 
County 4-H (grand cham-

pion)
2-Crimson Bryant, Alba 
Golden FFA (reserve cham-
pion)
3-Kennedi Elmore, Quit-
man FFA
4-Lexi Williams, Hawkins 
FFA
5-Emmily Vega, Mineola 
FFA
6-Londyn Wilson, Hawkins 
FFA
7-Bree Allie Rolen, Alba 
Golden FFA
8-Kaylie Roberts, Mineola 
FFA
9-Pepper Barns, Mineola 
FFA
10-Levi Goforth, Wood 
County 4-H
11-Luke Wernecke, Mineola 
FFA
12-Alan De Gorostiza, 
Wood County 4-H
13-Will Louderman, Wood 
County 4-H
14-Bree Allie Rolen, Alba 
Golden FFA

15-Mia Vega, Mineola FFA
16-Justine Brianna Peter-
son, Alba Golden FFA
17-Ari Nivison, Alba Gold-
en FFA
18-Dalton Crowson, Mine-
ola FFA
19-Andrew Vega, Mineola 
FFA
20-Kathyleen Vega, Mineo-
la FFA
21-Luke Goforth, Wood 
County 4-H
22-Paizlee Swanner, Wood 
County 4-H
23-Cole McKinney, Mineo-
la FFA
24-Alex Petty, Winnsboro 
FFA
25-Jacob Esquivel, Mineola 
FFA
26-Eric Cawthron, Winns-
boro FFA

Buckle sponsors:
Grand champion-Acker 

Poultry Supply
Reserve champion-Big 

Country Farm Center

Paulette Aguilar, agricul-
ture science teacher at Quit-
man ISD, has been named 
a College of Agriculture 
& Natural Resources 2020 
Ambassador for Texas A&M 
University-Commerce.

She completed her bach-
elor’s degree in agriculture 
sciences and technology 
with a teacher’s certification 
from A&M-Commerce in 
2011.

Paulette has served as a 
teacher and FFA advisor for 
seven years. She has helped 
her teams excel at multiple 
events including the Hous-
ton Livestock Show and 
Rodeo and Ag Product ID 
Senior Championship.

Her students have placed 

at state competition for ex-
temporaneous speaking, 
public relations and farm 
business management.

One of her student teams 
earned the state champion-
ship for farm business man-
agement.

Paulette grew up in Min-
eola and is a first-genera-
tion student of higher ed-
ucation. She is a product 
of the American dream as 
a first-generation student 
of immigrant parents. She 
grew up on a dairy farm 
and Limousin cattle ranch.

Paulette was introduced 
to agriculture, her passion, 
by her ag teacher, East Tex-
as State University alumnus 
Glen Dossett.

From Dossett, she learned 
that agriculture consisted 
of much more than produc-
tion agriculture, and this 
changed her life.

While she was a student at 
A&M-Commerce, Paulette 
was involved in collegiate 
FFA, served as an officer for 
Women’s Ag Society and 
was a department ag am-
bassador.

She also worked for the 
Department of Agriculture 
as a youth liaison for the 
Breaking Barriers Grant that 
promoted agriculture ed-
ucation to Hispanic adults 
around the community, 
specifically Hunt County.

When she isn’t teaching, 
Paulette can be found trav-

eling, binging Netflix and 
talking about anything and 
everything Star Wars.

Wood County Junior Livestock Show 
moving to videos, broilers go online

Online was the only way to view the broiler competition for the Wood County Junior Livestock Show, which was to be 
held last weekend and is switching to videos submitted by students.

Alma mater honors QHS ag teacher

PAULETTE AGUILAR
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Local Attorney
Serving the Legal Needs
Of Our Community

903-569-0405
kyle@waggoner-law.com

Available for 
Phone Consultation 
or Office Visit

Wills and Trusts
Durable Power of Attorney
Medical Power of Attorney
Advanced Directive
Business Law Matters

Kyle G. Waggoner, 
JD, CPA

Waggoner Law Office
Kyle G. Waggoner, JD, CPA

The Quitman Public 
Library building was 
temporarily closed on 
Monday, March 16 and 
will remain as such until 
mandates are lifted. 

Here are answers to some 
of your questions: 

•How long will the library 
be closed? The library will 
be closed until the most 
current mandate is lifted.

• I have materials checked 
out or that need renewing. 
What about fines? Please 
return your materials when 
they are due by leaving 
them in the book drop at the 
east entrance or just hang 
on to them and consider 
them renewed. All overdue 
fines will be waived. 

•What about library 
programs? All library 
programs are suspended 
until further notice. 
Friends of the Library and 
QPL Story Time hope to 
reconvene in September. 
Summer Reading and 

Summer Lunch for 
Kids are subject to 
being postponed.

•What about Wifi 
and e-services? Wifi 
is available 24/7 for 
patrons and can be 
best accessed from the front 
parking area. Call 903-763-
4191 during business hours 
if you need the password. 

•How can I get a library 
card? Call the library. We 
can renew or assign you 
a temporary card number 
over the phone.

•How can I read the 
next bestseller? Although 
physical materials cannot 
be checked out right now, 
there are alternatives. Now 
may be the perfect time to 
explore digital materials if 
you have a computer, tablet, 
phone or reading device 
using OverDrive, Libby, 
and TexShare Databases. 
Call the library if you need 
help.

•What if I have an urgent 

need for copies, 
faxing, printing, legal 
or tax forms? Call 
the library during 
business hours 903-
763-4191 and we will 
do our best to help 

you. 
•Is the library staff OK? 

Yes, we are doing just 
fine. The staff will be busy 
cleaning and disinfecting 
the entire building and 
books. We also have other 
projects and renovations we 
are working on as well. 

Contact the library by 
phone at 903-763-4191, 
fax 903-763-2532, text 903-
952-8305 or by email at 
quitmanlibrarian@gmail.
com and we will respond as 
quickly as possible. Check 
out the library’s Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/
q u i t m a n p u b l i c l i b r a r y 
and our website at www.
quitmanlibrary.org to keep 
up to date.

Quitman Library Connections
BY LIBRARIAN DELENE ALLEN

MEALS ON WHEELS

Meals on Wheels office phone: 497-1162
Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks

Fri. April 10 - Smoked Sausage w/ Onions and
Peppers, Kidney Beans, Hot Pineapple Tidbits,
Hot Dog Bun, Milk
Mon. April 13 - Baked Chicken Breast, Cranberry
Orange Sauce, Whipped Potatoes, Glazed Carrots,
Texas Bread, Mandarin Oranges, Milk
Tues. April 14 - Chili Cheese Hot Dog, Country
Vegetables, Hot Spiced Apples w/Raisins, Hot Dog
Bun, Milk
Wed. April 15 - Cheesy Paprika Chicken, Brown
Rice, Spinach, Wheat Bread, Fresh Banana, Milk
Thur. April 16 - Herb Crusted Pork w/Onion
Gravy, Green Peas w/Peppers, Hot Pineapple
Tidbits, Dinner Roll, Milk

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Drive thru
125 E. Broad St. • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE delivery

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 

by:

Baker Street 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
Tuesday-Saturday From 8am - 4pm

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed and neutered.

Mineola Animal Shelter

Can you provide a forever home for him? 

is around 10 years old, 
a blue heeler mix, fixed, 
chipped & housebroken

JasperJasper

Captain Joyce Box-Wat-
kins retired Friday after 
14 years with the Mineola 
Police Department and de-
cades in local law enforce-
ment.

A retirement party had 
been planned for the opera-
tions captain, but due to the 
current COVID-19 circum-
stances it was not held.

However, the city hon-
ored her hard work and 
service to the community 
Friday.

“The city’s going to be 
poorer for losing you, but 
we’re richer for knowing 
you and being able to work 
with you,” Mayor Kevin 
White said as he presented 
a card and gift card from the 
city to her. “I think it’s been 
the privilege of everyone 

here the way you stepped 
up. It will be missed. You 
will be missed. You’re irre-
placeable. Someone might 
fill the spot, but you’re irre-
placeable.”

Captain Watkins’ years 
in law enforcement include 
service with the Quitman 
and Alba Police Depart-
ments as well as service 
with the Wood County 
Sheriff’s Department. Much 
of the time during her ca-
reer she has served as an in-
vestigator.

“Thank you Joyce for your 
outstanding service you 
have given to the Mineola 
Police Department, and I 
want you to know you will 
be missed. Enjoy your new 
life adventure,” City Man-
ager Mercy Rushing said.

Police Chief Chuck Bittner 
said, “With  Captain Joyce 
Box-Watkins’ retirement the 
Mineola Police Department 
will miss a true public ser-
vant of this area for the past 
30 years. 

“I would like to thank her 
for handling each emergen-
cy with uncompromised 
competence and integri-
ty, for being steady in the 
storm, for using courage 
and compassion and pro-
viding such a meaningful 
service to the citizens of 
Mineola. She has been an 
unsurpassed teacher, men-
tor and role-model of whom 
all officers should strive to 
emulate. It is with most sin-
cere hearts we say `thank 
you’ for a job done well.”

Trey Teaff  has been unan-
imously selected by the 
Wood County Electric Co-
operative board to serve 
as the co-op’s next general 
manager and chief execu-
tive officer. Teaff comes to 
the position with a strong 
cooperative and financial 
background, with 26 years 
in the industry and 23 of 
those at WCEC.

Teaff replaces Debbie Rob-
inson, who joined WCEC in 
1983 and was the GM and 
CEO from 1997 until her re-
tirement on April 5. When 
Robinson announced her 
plans to retire in the fall, the 
board began a comprehen-
sive replacement process 
by retaining the consulting 
firm Langley & Associates 
Executive Search, Inc., who 
qualified candidates to be 
interviewed by the co-op 
board.

Pat Lindley, board 
president said, “Trey 
is a well-proven leader 
equipped with the right 
skill sets to ensure stability 
while moving us forward. 
He’s technologically savvy 
and grounded in strong and 
conservative financial prin-
ciples. He’s also a long-time 
active member of the com-
munity. My fellow board 
members and I are confi-
dent these combined char-

acteristics will serve our 
WCEC members, employ-
ees and the greater region 
well.”

Teaff is a graduate of Tex-
as Tech University where he 
earned his bachelor of busi-
ness administration in ac-
counting. He became a cer-
tified public accountant in 
1996. Teaff joined WCEC in 
1996 after having worked at 
South Plains Electric Co-op. 
His first position at WCEC 
was accounting manager, 
followed by chief finan-
cial officer.  Previously he 
worked for an accounting/
auditing firm and for the 
city of Lubbock. 

Teaff has been active in co-
operative trade associations 
and has served the commu-
nity in volunteer positions. 
He was board member and 
president for Quitman Inde-
pendent School District and 
has coached for the Quit-
man Youth Foundation and 
for Upward Youth Basket-
ball. He served as a board 
member and president of 
the Quitman Development 
Corporation and as a board 
member on the Quitman 
Chamber of Commerce. 
He’s a former member of 
Rotary where he served in 
leadership roles including 
president. In 2012 Teaff was 
recognized for his work in 

the Quitman area with the 
Community Builder Award 
presented by the Masonic 
Grand Lodge of Texas.  

“This is a challenge and an 
honor I humbly and glad-
ly accept,” Teaff said. “Be-
cause of past management 
practices, our cooperative is 
well-respected among our 
peers and in the communi-
ties we serve. My goal is to 
continue to build upon that 
and to ensure we continue 
to bring great value to the 
members and communities 
we serve.” 

A native and lifelong res-
ident of Texas, Teaff has re-
sided in Wood County since 
1996 with his wife Stacey. 
They are the parents of a 
son, Rowdy (wife Brianna).

In perhaps the first time in its history, the Mineola Civic Center gates will be locked at night. The move is in response 
to vehicle damage done to the civic center grounds sometime overnight Sunday. The gates, for vehicles and foot traffic, 
will be locked each night at 9 p.m. and reopen at 6 a.m. Police were searching for a white pickup, possibly a Ford F-250 
King Ranch edition, thought to be responsible for the damage. (Courtesy photo)

TREY TEAFF

The retirement party of Mineola Police Capt. Joyce Box last week had to be scaled back. From left are Mayor Kevin 
White, Police Chief Chuck Bittner, Box and City Manager Mercy Rushing. (Courtesy photo)

Captain Joyce Box hanging up her badge

Co-op promotes Teaff to GM

By AMANDA DUNCAN
news@wood.cm

Educational and extra-
curricular school activities 
have yet again been pushed 
back until Monday, May 4. 
For now, Mineola ISD is still 
planning for senior grad-
uation on Friday, May 22. 
However, as that date gets 
closer, all activities will be 
determined by the recom-
mendations of local, state 
and federal officials.

“I think we are going to 
have to see where the num-
ber of cases are when we 
get closer to our return to 
school date. If they are still 
rising, I don’t see us being 

able to return to school. If 
we see a sharp decline in 
community spread, we may 
have a shot,” said Superin-
tendent Cody Mize.

To further limit contact 
during social distancing, 
meal distribution at MISD 
is being altered.

“The meal distribution is 
going well. We are looking 
at starting to cut down on 
the number of distributions 
and trying to work out a 
plan for one delivery date 
and have all of the meals for 
the week provided to the 
family,” stated Mize.

On Mondays, curbside 
pickup and delivery will 
be at the normal time, but 

families will receive enough 
meals for breakfast and 
lunch for their children for 
the entire week. 

As Good Friday, April 
10, is a school holiday, no 
meals will be delivered that 
day. The cost for all other 
meals are reimbursed to 
the school district by the 
Department of Agriculture, 
and the budget is equipped 
to meet the meal demand 
with the capability to serve 
even more than families.

The MISD cafeteria and 
transportation departments 
are continuing to adapt for 
the benefit of its students 
and community.

Graduation, like everything, up in the air
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The Employees of 

Watkins Insurance Group 
urges everyone to attend 

the church of their choice!

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Packagers of Dried Beans, 
Peas, Rice, Popcorn,

Household Aluminum
Foil & Plastic Wrap 

322 Freeman 
903-569-2636

Kelly Drug 

Corner of Hwy. 69 & 80 | 569-3882 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. | Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY

MINEOLA • 903-569-5437

Dairy Queen 
of Mineola 

903·569·5454

DOW AUTOPLEX 
Full Service GM Dealer  

Sales Mon.-Fri. 8 - 6 Sat. 9 - 5 
1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola

903-569-2621

Compliments of 

Kemp-Meek 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 

Mineola, Tx.  
“Strong churches make strong communities”

WOOD COUNTY
ASPHALT

2124 County Road 2670
903.569.1833

BAILEY’S ACE 
HARDWARE

522 E. Broad      903.569.2911
Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 7 pm, 

Sat 8 am - 6 pm • Sunday 1 pm - 5 pm

Wood County Church Directory

Support Our Area Churches 
With An Ad In This Location

Alba
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Gunter Assembly of God

4578 North FM 17, Alba
 (903) 765-9981

BAPTIST
Bright Star Baptist Church

 2795 Co Rd 3480, Alba
 903-473-4064

Pastor Jerry Jackson Jr.
Enon Baptist Church

7133 TX-182, Alba
(903) 765-2014

Pastor - Reggie Day
First Baptist Church of Alba 

219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471

Pastor Kelly B. Burton
Lake Fork Baptist

9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Alba Church of Christ

Off Hwy. 69, Alba
John Ratliff

Church of Christ of Alba
105 W. Holley St., Alba

903-765-9450
George Filpansick

METHODIST
Alba United Methodist

170 E Holley St, Alba
 903-473-2411

Rev. Beverly Tune

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Amazing Grace Fellowship Church

7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George
Open Door Church
633 CR1560, Alba 

(903) 765-3587
B.D. Bohannoi

Golden
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden

(903) 765-2675
Pastor: Otis Lee

BAPTIST
Golden First Baptist Church

County Road 2940, Golden
903 768-2258

Pastor  Robert Mounce
Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 County Road 2376, Golden

903-768-2653
Pastor Jason Walters

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden
(903) 768-2700

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Golden Church of Christ

FM Rd. 779, Golden
903-768-2712
James Stringer

METHODIST
Golden United Methodist

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268

Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
102 Hams St., Hawkins

903-769-3835
Pastor Don Majors

BAPTIST
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250

Pastor Bob Sexton

LUTHERAN
Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins

903-769-4065
Kyle Kirk

PENTECOSTAL
Pine Mills Pentecostal Church

Hwy. 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527

Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Holly Lake
CATHOLIC

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
Rev. Michael T. Snyder

903-769-3235

Mineola
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

1917 N US Hwy 69
(903) 569-9882

Pastor Jerry Williams
Iglesia Primera 

 Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola

903-569-5537

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist Church

779 FM 49, Mineola
(903) 768-2313

Pastor Donald Masters
Central Baptist Church
602 N Line St, Mineola

(903) 569-3203
First Baptist Church

204 N Johnson St, Mineola
(903) 569-3873

Pastor Phillip Casper
Freedom Baptist Church

155 CR 2201, Mineola
903-638-8555

Pastor  Al Dusek
Hainesville Baptist Church

3368 FM 49, Mineola
903 569-3212

 Pastor Terry Davis
Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W State Loop 564, Mineola

903-569-5351
Pastor David W. Burcham

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy. 778, Mineola

Pastor: Rick Ellington
Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola

903-316-0552
Macedonia Missionary Baptist

1555 County Road 3875, Mineola
(903) 769-5618

Pastor Thomas Ricks
Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church

3331 S St. Hwy. 37, Mineola
(903) 569-2124
Jonathan Allenw

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

Pastor Tim Nall

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola

 (903) 569-3760
Pastor Michael Mize

Northside Baptist Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3872
Steve Prestridge, Pastor

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 

(903) 569-5746
Pastor Jeff Thompson

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 C.R. 2330, Mineola

(903) 569-9350
Pastor Nick Kerry

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola

(903) 569-2433
Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola

(903) 569-8722
Pastor Demethruis T. Boyd

BIBLE INDEPENDENT
Lake Country Bible Church

1402 N Pacific St, Mineola
 (903) 569-5730

CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle

Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola

903- 569–3665
Pastor Lawrence Love

CHRISTIAN CHURCH
First Christian Church

Disciples of Christ
209 North Pacific, Mineola

903-569-2537
 Pastor Rick Son

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Broad St. Church of Christ

440 West Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

Golden Church of Christ
Golden

903-768-2712
North Loop Church of Christ

326 W FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117
Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola

(903) 569-0516
Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola

903- 569-5571
Southside Church of Christ

527 Read St., Mineola
903- 569-6812

Malcolm Duncan

EPISCOPAL
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola

903- 569-2478
Right Rev. Frazier Lawton

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy. 69 South, Mineola

903-569-6370

METHODIST/ CHRISTIAN 
EPISCOPAL

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola

903-569-3624
Pastor - Leonard Spurling

METHODIST
1st United Methodist Church

612 N Newsom St, Mineola
569-5426

Rev. Paul Thomasson
Smith Chapel Methodist
 670 FM 1804, Mineola

903-569-9187
Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola

903-569-9536
Pastor Clara Gilbert 

NAZARENE
First Church of the Nazarene

503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057

Rev. Randy Larpenteur.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Bethel Worship Center

 2973 St. Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Rev. Kenneth Teo 
Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes

22410 County Rd 455, Mineola
(903) 569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy. 69-10 N of Mineola

903-768-2262
Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W US Hwy 80, Mineola

(903) 569-8884
Safe Harbor Prophetic Ministries

5411 Hwy 37, Mineola
569-8388

Pastors: Andy & Irene Madding
Spur on Ministries

2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469

Pastor Mike Fletcher

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
New Life Pentecostal

201 W F M Rd 564, Mineola
903-569-5750

Pastor David Bethel

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist

1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930

Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901

Pastor Ken Otwell

BAPTIST
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-7440

Pastor Mark Thompson
Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848

Pastor John Skelton
Faith Baptist Church

405 S Hart Street, Quitman
903-492-3535

Pastor Mike Midkiff
First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman

903-763-4142
Rev. Gabe Martin

Forest Hill Baptist Church
 1880 TX-37, Quitman

 (903) 967-3420
Pastor Fred Morrow 
Mt. Calvary Baptist

1119 E. G Goode St., Quitman
903-967-2392
Darrell Pixley

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384
Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman

David Cook
903-878-2504

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman

903-763-1405
Charles Brewster
Rock Hill Baptist

3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762
Ken Goodson

Whispering Hope Baptist Church
155 S Farm Road 14, Quitman

(903) 967-3149
Pastor Eddie Slaton

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ

111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544

Del Ussery

Church of God in Christ
Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ

209 Bookman St., Quitman TX
(903)780-097

Pastor Bobby H.  Jones

JEWISH
Bethel Temple Fellowship

680 CR 2150, Quitman, Texas
(940) 206-5830

Rabbi  Linda Gutierrez

LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman

(903) 967-3533
Bishop Dean Brown

METHODIST
Brock’s Chapel Methodist
207 Clark Street, Quitman

903-763-4062
Linda McCullough

First United Methodist
406 E Lane St, Quitman

(903) 763-4127
Rev. Keefe Cropper
Liberty Methodist

E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
(903) 967-7691

Rev. Keefe Cropper

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Church on the Rock

302 S Main St, Quitman
(903) 763-4588
David Jackson

Country Fellowship
of Wood County

709 Oakwood Dr • Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM2088, Quitman

(903) 967-2000
David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman

903-535-9155
Chase Pope

PENTECOSTAL UNITED
Victory Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy. 37, Quitman

(903) 967-2628
Pastor Keith Clark

Sulphur Springs
LUTHERAN

Our Savior Lutheran
1000 Texas St, Sulphur Springs

(903) 885-5787
Timothy Eden

Winnsboro
BAPTIST

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro

903-967-2818
Pastor: Bro. Cody Mize
Crossroads Baptist

1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Terry Bolton
East Point Baptist

5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Perryville Baptist Church
9429 E. FM 851, Winnsboro

903-725-7729
Little Hope Baptist Church

CR 3990 and CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855

Pastor James Young Jr.
Sharon Baptist

176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202
Perry Shirley

CATHOLIC
St. Ann’s Catholic

1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7889
Mani Mathai

CHRISTIAN
Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro

903-342-5883
F. Kevin Hollowell

METHODIST
Perryville Methodist Church

FM 852, Perryville
8 Miles SE of Winnsboro

Glenda Mendoza

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian

302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
(903) 342-3011

Rev. Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis
BAPTIST

County Line Baptist
6380 FM 2966, Yantis

903-383-2148
Pastor Rodney Christ

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson
First Baptist, Yantis

100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393

Pastor Craig Vance
White Oak Baptist
116 PR 5922, Yantis

(903) 383-2310
Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Lake Fork Baptist Church
A lighthouse on the lake

9483 W FM 515 • Alba, Tx 75410
(903) 473-9523 Fax: 903-474-9045

Website: www.lakeforkbaptist.org
email:info@lakeforkbaptist.org

Chad Lewis 903-763-5445
305 E. Goode St., Quitman

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Paddy’s Autoworks
Auto Repair Professionals

3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Tiffany’s Restaurant
“My-O-My the Pie”
271 CR 1558 • Alba

903-765-2087
Open Daily 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Lowe Funeral Home
1102 E. Goode • 763-2242

Dwayne & Lucy Lowe
Quitman, Texas

DISCOUNT BUILDING
MATERIALS

Autumn Wind Assisted
Living of Winnsboro

903-342-3388

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • Free Estimates

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

602 E. Goode • 903-763-2931
BUILDING MATERIALS - FLOORING SHINGLES - SHEET METAL 

DOORS CABINETS - WINDOWS
Open Monday-Saturday 8 a m to 5 p m

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola, Texas 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman, TX 75783

Good Friday is the Friday before Easter. 
It is remembered for the day that Jesus 
Christ paid the ultimate price and died 
for the sins of the whole world. On this 
day, Christians throughout the world 
reflect upon the great love that our 
Lord had for all mankind. He gave up His 
life for our sins, so that we may obtain 
everlasting life. “For he hath made him 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). I sometimes 
think about the appropriateness of 
the term “Good Friday” being used to 
remember a day when Christ suffered, 
was crucified and died on the cross. 
However, I realize that Christ’s perfect 
sacrifice was our Heavenly Father’s will. 
It was for the good of the world that 
this ultimate sacrifice was made, and 
we will rejoice on Easter Sunday when 
we celebrate our Lord’s resurrection. 
It is said in the Bible that Jesus tells 
His followers, “And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also” (John 14:3).

For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.
- K.J.V. John 3:16

April 10April 10
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Mineola Police Report

Mineola Fire Report

MARCH 26
1:01 a.m. A teenager reported 

he had a friend who is a 17 year 
old female and she has nowhere 
to go, because her parents would 
not let her come back home. An 
officer made contact with the fe-
male’s parent. The teenager was 
allowed to go back home.

10:05 a.m. A homeowner re-
ported having an abandoned 
mobile home on Front St. that 
someone is staying in at night. 
A directive patrol was issued for 
the residence.

1:12 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported between a boyfriend 
and girlfriend at a convenience 
store on S. Pacific St. A woman 
stated her boyfriend put his hand 
over her mouth and she bit him 
and then he tried to choke her. 
When officers responded, the 
male had already left the scene. 
The female did not wish to file 
charges, but the subject, Phillip 
Ray Castaneda, 48, Dallas, was 
arrested shortly after for an out-
standing warrant out of Dallas 
County.

3:08 p.m. A local nursing home 
reported fraud when a check was 
cashed in another state from the 
nursing home’s account. The 
check was determined to be 
fraudulent with the company ac-
count number.

4:34 p.m. A property owner 
reported a vacant residence 
on Wren St. has had someone 
trespassing and staying in the 
residence. The woman reported 
they left the doors unlocked and 
now they are locked. An officer 
made entry into the residence 
and found items in the residence 
to belong to a female. No one 
was present at the residence 
when the officers cleared it and 
found the items.

4:39 p.m. Loud music was re-
ported at a residence on Turman 
St. An officer responded to the 
residence and asked the resi-
dent to turn the music down.

7:17 p.m. A resident on New-
som St. reported she was receiv-
ing text from her ex-boyfriend 
that made her feel uneasy. She 
did not wish to pursue charges 
but requested an officer speak 
with him. An officer attempted 
contact with the ex-boyfriend 
several times without a return 
call. The complainant reported 
she had not received any mes-
sages since the officer attempt-
ed contact.

7:39 p.m. A gas drive off was 
reported at a convenience store 
on E. Broad St.

9:07 p.m. A woman reported 
her husband’s cell phone stolen 
while shopping at a local store.

10:12 p.m. A group of people 
hanging out in the Walmart park-
ing lot was reported. An officer 
responded and determined the 
small group to be friends who 
had just eaten at Whataburger.

MARCH 27
12:01 a.m. An officer checked 

on a couple of teenagers at the 
Civic Center. The two left after 
the officer advised them the park 
was closed.

3:16 a.m. A convenience store 
on N. Pacific St. reported a sus-
picious person sitting in a vehicle 
in the parking lot for a long peri-
od of time. An officer checked on 
the person out of Louisiana and 

they left the store parking lot.
4:44 a.m. A theft was reported 

at Walmart that was captured on 
surveillance.

11:13 a.m. A wallet was found 
at the old football field on Du-
bose St. The wallet was returned 
to the owner.

2:52 p.m. A theft was reported 
at Walmart. The amount of theft 
was under $100, so the female 
was issued a citation.

3:40 p.m. A theft was report-
ed at Walmart. The 15 year old 
male was released.

6:25 p.m. A reckless driver 
was reportedly headed into the 
city from Lindale. Lindale P.D. 
reported the person was drinking 
a beer while driving when they 
received the call. Officers were 
able to get the subject stopped 
at S. Pacific St. at the city limits. 
Officers conducted a field sobri-
ety test and no signs of intoxica-
tion were present.

8:38 p.m. A vehicle was stalled 
in the middle of the roadway on 
S. Pacific St. An officer helped to 
get the vehicle off the street and 
into a parking lot.

9:59 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported at a residence on Stone 
St. A 15 year old juvenile was 
placed under arrest for assault 
with bodily injury family violence. 
The subject was released to a 
family member and then picked 
up the following day and pro-
cessed with juvenile probation 
for robbery, since the juvenile 
was attempting to steal mon-
ey when he assaulted a family 
member. 

MARCH 28
2:14 a.m. A business was 

found by officers that had an un-
locked door. The property owner 
was notified.

2:38 a.m. A business was 
found by officers that had an un-
locked door. The property owner 
was notified.

8:56 a.m. Walmart reported re-
ceiving a counterfeit bill in Feb-
ruary. An officer took possession 
of the bill.

12:01 p.m. A Tyler hospital re-
ported a dog bite victim that was 
being treated for a minor injury. 
The dog bite occurred in the 
city a couple of days before the 
woman went for treatment. The 
dog was quarantined at a clinic 
in Lindale by the owner.

8:11 p.m. An officer spoke with 
an estranged wife about a civil 
issue. She complained that her 
husband had been allowing his 
girlfriend to drive their vehicle, 
but now the husband is in jail. 
The person that has the vehi-
cle lives in the county, so Wood 
County SO was notified.

MARCH 29
1:18 a.m. An officer assisted 

a stranded motorist on Front St. 
who had a flat tire. The officer 
changed the tire.

2:58 a.m. Wood County S.O. 
requested assistance on a dis-
turbance in the area of C.R. 
2700. An officer assisted.

4:50 a.m. An abandoned ve-
hicle was reported in the church 
parking lot on Stone St. An offi-
cer attempted to make contact 
with the owner of the vehicle on 
Harris Street.

11:16 a.m. A man reported his 
laundry basket was taken while 
he was doing laundry at the 

laundry mat on N. Pacific St.
12:16 p.m. A vehicle burglary 

was reported on W. Blair St. The 
vehicle was unlocked, with no 
forced entry. A car seat and a 
Nintendo Switch were taken.

6:55 p.m. A disturbance was 
reported in the Walmart parking 
lot involving two males. Officers 
responded and spoke with an 
employee at Walmart. They re-
ported a receipt was checked at 
the door and someone got loud, 
but no disturbance occurred.

7:07 p.m. A wallet was report-
ed stolen at a residence on N. 
Pacific St. The resident named 
a person of interest who could 
have taken the wallet.

MARCH 30
12:40 a.m. A welfare concern 

was reported by a family mem-
ber for an elderly resident on Mc-
Daniel St. An officer responded 
and checked on the resident.

1:10 a.m. A welfare concern 
was reported in reference to a 
homeless woman who had been 
kicked out of the family home. 
The woman was given shelter at 
a local motel by the Ministerial 
Alliance.

11:36 a.m. Suspicious activi-
ty was reported in the Taco Bell 
parking lot. It was reported that 
someone was smoking mar-
ijuana in a vehicle. An officer 
responded and determined an 
occupant had possession of 
marijuana. The occupant was 
written a possession of drug par-
aphernalia ticket. Another occu-
pant, Amanda Nicole Jackson, 
35, Grand Prairie, was arrest-
ed on a Class B bond forfeiture 
warrant for DWI, out of Dallas 
County.

7:37 p.m. A reckless driver 
was reportedly driving up and 
down Guy and Meredith Streets 
at a high rate of speed. An offi-
cer patrolled the area, but did not 
locate a black Charger that was 
reported in a prior incident.

MARCH 31
6:22 a.m. Chevron reported a 

truck parked behind the building 
that was blocking the door. An 
officer had the truck move.

7:16 a.m. An 18 wheeler had 
reportedly got lost at Wren and 
Front St. and was attempting 
to turn around at the basketball 
court. An officer responded and 
got the truck headed the right 
way to a location in the city.

7:43 a.m. A disturbance was 
reported at a residence on Pat-
ten St. The disturbance was two 
parents of a child fighting over a 
custody issue. A report was com-
pleted. No charges were filed.

2:16 p.m. Officers assisted the 
water department to block the 
road at N. Pacific and E. Broad 
St. while the department was 
working. 

APRIL 1
12:49 p.m. An elderly woman 

was dropped off on Goodson 
Circle by an unknown person. 
Officers met with a Grand Saline 
P.D. officer halfway to Grand Sa-
line on Hwy. 80, so the woman 
could be transported home.

11:01 p.m. A suspicious per-
son was reportedly in a resi-
dent’s backyard on Molly Lane. 
Officers checked residence and 
the area, but did not find anyone. 
Officers continued to patrol the 
area.

Motor vehicle accident with 
no injuries: March 28, 4:34 
p.m., 3620 CR 2724, Mineola.

No incident found on arrival 

at dispatch address: March 27, 
9:48 p.m., 1118 N. Pacific St., 
Mineola.

Coleman Bail Bond

903.763.4844

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)
407 S. Stephen • Quitman, Texas 75763

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

MARCH 18
Officer Corbin Hanner re-

sponded to a parking lot on S. 
Main Street concerning a sub-
ject who was possibly suicidal 
and in possession of a firearm. 
Hanner was informed by wit-
nesses the subject had left and 
was possibly en route to his res-
idence. The man was eventually 
located at his residence where 
Cpl. Austin Milbourn was able 
to de-escalate the situation. The 
man was transferred to the hos-
pital for evaluation and possible 
treatment.

MARCH 19
Officer Hanner took a report 

from a Holiday Villages man who 
stated he believed his 14-year-
old Shih Tzu dog had been sto-
len from the kennel attached to 
his RV. The man also stated he 
believed the dog may be running 
at large within the Quitman city 
limits. An incident report was 
completed for documentation 
purposes.

MARCH 20
Cpl. Milbourn took a report 

from a local business owner who 
stated he believed his teenage 
grandson had stolen items from 
his store. According to the com-
plainant, the grandson could be 
seen on camera taking items 
from a display case and possibly 
putting them down his pants. It 
was later discovered that some 
of the property thought to be 
stolen was actually not stolen 
but possibly put back before the 
young man left the store. The 
complainant advised that he did 
wish to proceed with criminal 
charges. Due to the value of the 
stolen property, this offense is a 
Class C misdemeanor.

MARCH 21
Just after 1 a.m. Officer Jim 

Rapp was dispatched to a resi-

dence on Randy Road in refer-
ence to a disturbance in prog-
ress. Rapp arrived to find two 
males and one female outside. 
The female advised that she had 
been pushed to the ground by 
one of the males and she just 
wanted him to gather his things 
and leave. Rapp advised the 
man to leave and not return oth-
erwise he would be taken to jail. 
The woman was later provided 
with a domestic violence packet.

Officer Linda Williams was 
dispatched to the parking lot 
of Brookshire’s grocery store 
where a Good Samaritan ad-
vised that he had witnessed a 
red truck back into a black Lin-
coln and leave without making 
contact with the Lincoln’s owner. 
A possible license plate number 
of the red truck was provided, 
but a records check did not re-
turn any results. Williams made 
contact with the owner of the Lin-
coln and advised him of the situ-
ation. Interviews with witnesses 
revealed several people who 
saw the truck but no others who 
witnessed the actual event.

MARCH 26
Cpl. Milbourn was notified of 

an intoxicated person who had 
left the hospital without a way 
to get home. Milbourn located 
the man and confirmed that he 
showed multiple signs of intoxi-
cation. Attempts were made in 
vain to find the man a ride home. 
Deeming him to be a danger 
to himself, as he had already 
crossed a busy state highway 
on foot, Milbourn took the man 
into custody. Mitchell Ferrari, 51, 
of Yreka, Cal. was charged with 
public intoxication.

MARCH 27
Officers Hanner and Williams 

initiated a traffic stop in the area 
of S. Main Street after witness-

ing a vehicle with a defective 
stopping lamp. Hanner and Wil-
liams made contact with the driv-
er who stated he did not have 
his driver’s license with him. 
The driver and the front seat 
passenger advised there was 
no insurance on the car. Recog-
nizing the man to be wanted on 
a Wood County felony warrant, 
Hanner attempted to detain the 
man until the warrant could be 
confirmed. The man would not 
exit his vehicle and instead fled 
the scene with Hanner and Wil-
liams in pursuit. The pursuit was 
quickly terminated as the man 
was traveling in excess of 100 
mph and was deemed a danger 
to the public. Two days later, the 
man was taken into custody on 
the outstanding felony warrant. A 
warrant was obtained for Mason 
Craig Monday, 32, of Winnsboro, 
for evading arrest/detention with 
a vehicle with previous convic-
tion(s) and was served at county 
jail.

MARCH 31
At 3:15 a.m. Officer Joe An-

drade was dispatched to a res-
idence on Tucker Street. The 
complainant advised his son had 
broken a window trying to get 
into the house and he sought 
to press charges. The man also 
stated he wished to have a crim-
inal trespass warning issued to 
his son. After learning that the 
man’s son also resided at the 
residence, the complainant was 
informed that he would have to 
formally evict his son if he want-
ed him permanently removed. 
The son advised he could stay at 
a friend’s house for the remain-
der of the night. The complainant 
was advised to provide an esti-
mate for the repair to the window 
for the purpose of determining 
which charge to file.

Quitman Police Report

MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM–6:00PM

SATURDAY
8:00AM–1:00PM

Local government facili-
ties continue adjusting their 
plans as more restrictions of 
public activities advance.

Among government offic-
es now closed to the public 
are city halls and county of-
fices.

The Quitman location of 
the Wood County Tax Of-
fice at 301 East Goode St. 
is closed to the public. Tax 
Assessor-Collector Carol 
Taylor reminds people tax-
es can be paid online with 
credit cards or e-checks and 
also by mailing payments 
to Wood County Tax Office, 
P.O. Box 1919, Quitman, TX 
75783.

The tax office will have 
someone answering the 
phone at 903-763-2261 un-
til 4 p.m. daily posting mail 
and credit cards. The office 
is still issuing tax certifi-
cates.

“This is actually what we 
have been doing for two 
weeks now. The only real 
change is the Winnsboro 
substation will be closed 
on Tuesdays but remain 
open on Thursday and Fri-

day. Definitely call before 
going,” Taylor said. “We 
really want to urge people 
to use the online services 
or mail their registration to 
have as little contact as pos-
sible with anyone.”  

According to Taylor, ve-
hicle owners can still renew 
registrations online, and an 
inspection is still due on ve-
hicles, but it is not necessary 
to do any registrations or ti-
tle transfers since the gover-
nor has waived this process 
for at least 60 days.

“We do not want people to 
expose themselves to possi-
ble contact with the virus 
because they are worried 
they will get a fine. Please 
stay safe,” Taylor noted. 
“We are doing our best to 
serve the public and stay 
safe. Thank you for your 
patience.” 

The Mineola substation 
is open Monday through 
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon and 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
Call before going at 903-
569-6371. The Winnsboro 
substation is open Thurs-
day and Friday from 8:30 

a.m. to noon and 1 to 3:30 
p.m. Also call 903-342-3325 
before going.

For property tax payments 
go to www.woodcountytax.
com

For Department of Motor 
Vehicles go to www.txmv.
gov (There is a waiver of 
penalties for registrations 
and title transfers.)

For Texas Parks and 
Wildlife go to www.tpwd.
texas.gov

For direct questions which 
can’t be answered on the 
website, contact the tax office 
by email. For property tax 
questions contact alumna@
mywoodcounty.com and 
for auto registrations and 
title transfer questions 
contact cchampion@
mywoodcounty.com.

The Wood County 
Appraisal District has 
closed its offices.

For assistance call or email 
903-763-4946 or woodhelp@
woodcad.org.

Visit mywoodcounty.com 
for updated information 
on closings and the county 
disaster declaration.

Tax office joins growing closure list

outfits online and are de-
termined to still take Easter 
family photos while oth-
ers are spending their day 
camping and on the lake.

There will still be Easter 
Sunday services throughout 
the Quitman area. Several 
churches have taken heed to 
city, county, state and fed-
eral guidelines concerning 
social distancing. Many are 
having online and Facebook 

Live services. Lake Fork 
Baptist is adding a unique 
worship experience.

Faith Baptist Church Pas-
tor Mike Midkiff urged 
members and all others to 
join the church online Sun-
day. In a Facebook post the 
pastor stated, “The suspen-
sion of all services and activ-
ities at Faith Baptist Church 
will continue until May 4, 
2020. Faith Baptist will con-
tinue to have an online ser-
vice each Sunday beginning 
at 11 a.m. via Facebook Live 
on the church’s Facebook 

page.” 
First United Methodist 

Church Quitman and Lib-
erty Methodist are having 
online services. For informa-
tion and services go to www.
fumcquitman.org. For ser-
vice information at Church 
on the Rock go to www.
cotrquitman.com. Living 
Waters Fellowship just east 
of Quitman on FM 2088 will 
be having Facebook Live 
opportunities to worship be-
ginning at 10:30 a.m.

First Assembly of God 
Quitman on East Goode 
Street in Quitman has been 
streaming live on Face-
book as has Wood County 
Cowboy Church and Spur 
On Ministries. First Baptist 
Church of Alba has asked 
members and visitors to 
stay tuned to their website 
at www.fbcalba.com for ser-
mons and weekly updates.

Lake Fork Baptist Church 
is having two drive-in Easter 
services. They are splitting 
members between two ser-
vices. Those with last names 
starting with A through M 
will attend the 9 a.m. service 
with last names starting N 
through Z will attend the 
11 a.m. service. Everyone 
is asked to please stay in 
their cars so everyone will 
stay healthy and safe. Wor-
ship music and the sermon 
will be broadcast through 
an outdoor sound system. 
Those attending are strongly 
urged to follow physical dis-
tancing parameters. Guests 
are invited to either service.

EASTER
From page 1
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Reynol B. Vancil of Mineola passed away peacefully of 
natural causes, surrounded by loved ones on Dec. 5, 2019. 

He was 82 years of age.
Reynol was born in Merkel on Oct. 9, 

1937 to parents Ruth Love Vancil and 
Boyce Vancil. He grew up in nearby 
Noodle on the family farm with his par-
ents and his brother, Waylan.

Reynol graduated from Noodle High 
School in 1955. After playing basketball 
on scholarship at Hardin-Simmons Uni-
versity, he transferred to Texas Tech to 

study architecture. On Aug. 16, 1957, he married Joyce Wat-
son, his high school sweetheart. They celebrated 62 years to-
gether as husband and wife at the time of Reynol’s passing. 
In 1963, he graduated from Texas Tech University with a 
bachelor of architecture degree. Joyce and Reynol moved to 
Seattle, Wash. for a brief time before settling in Dallas where 
he and partners began the architectural firm Vancil and 
Associates. In 1969, they started to raise their family when 
daughter Erin Renee was born. Son Jason McKay followed 
in 1970.

Reynol always had a strong desire to be his own boss, so 
in 1979 he and Joyce embarked on a new career path. They 
opened a Sir Speedy printing franchise in Richardson. They 
were successful in that business for almost 20 years. They 
retired in 1998 and moved to East Texas on Lake Holbrook 
in 1999 to begin the second phase of their lives. Reynol en-
joyed gardening, woodturning and birdwatching. He be-
came a Master Gardener and helped design a few projects 
in the Mineola area. He was also a member of the East Tex-
as Woodturners where he enjoyed learning and honing the 
craft of turning rough wood into a work of art. He spent 
many hours in his wood shop making gifts for family and 
friends.

Reynol had many things he loved, but none could match 
the love he had for his granddaughter, Maya Grace Coving-
ton, who was born in 2007. 

Reynol is survived by his wife, Joyce Vancil (Watson) of 
Mineola; daughter, Erin Covington of Dallas; son, Jason 
Vancil of Mineola; granddaughter, Maya Covington; broth-
er, Waylan Vancil and his wife Shirley Vancil; and nephew, 
Todd Vancil.

The family would like to thank the staff at Autumn Wind 
Assisted Living in Mineola and Reflections Hospice of Quit-
man for the loving care Reynol received in his last days.
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The Mineola High School 
band performed at UIL 
Concert & Sight-reading 
Contest on March 6 at White 
Oak High School.

The band received 1st Di-
vision ratings from all six 
judges.

This is the seventh year in 
a row that the band has re-

ceived these ratings and the 
UIL Sweepstakes Award.

The UIL Sweepstakes 
Award is achieved by a 
band receiving a 1st Divi-
sion in all three areas which 
include marching, concert 
and sight-reading.  Prior to 
the Mineola Band’s  7-year 
streak, Mineola had not re-

ceived a sweepstakes since 
1995.  

The band performed three 
musical selections at the UIL 
contest which included “The 
Attorney General March,” 
“Khan” and “Viva.”

Chris Brannan is the di-
rector of the band and assis-
tant directors are Heather 

Chitty, Dago Gonzalez and 
Austin Brannon.  

Brannan stated he was 
very proud of the band and 
their performance at UIL.

“Our students achieve a 
high level of success and are 
very motivated to be suc-
cessful at everything they 
do!” he said.

During the COVID-19 cri-
sis, many East Texas busi-
nesses have been hard-hit 
financially.

In order to help meet the 
short-term needs of busi-
nesses that have been im-
pacted by COVID-19, Better 
Business Bureau Serving 
Central East Texas (BBB) has 
set up the Community Relief 
Fund and is urging all East 
Texas residents to donate.

BBB is collaborating with 
Austin Bank and Your 
Philanthropy to provide 
an efficient funding stream 
and application evaluation 
process to get much needed 
funds to local businesses.

BBB accredited business-
es that have experienced a 
50% or greater reduction in 
revenue for March and who 
are located within the 19 
counties BBB serves, which 
includes Wood County, are 
eligible to apply.

“Our business commu-

nity is a huge part of what 
makes East Texas great, and 
we want to do what we can 
to keep it that way,” said 
Mechele Agbayani Mills, 
president and CEO of BBB. 
“This is a chance for us to 
pitch in to help our neigh-
bors in need.”

To donate, text bbb2020 
to 243725 before April 30 or 
online at www.bbbhelps.us. 
Donations can also be made 
to the Community Relief 
Fund at any Austin Bank lo-
cation. 

“Our business commu-
nity needs us now more 
than ever,” Mills said. “No 
amount is too small. A $5, 
$10, $20 or $100 contribution 
can make a positive impact,”

If a business is interested 
in applying for the grant, 
send an email to relief@east-
texas.bbb.org.

All applications must be 
received by April 30.

Sound of the Swarm secures seventh straight sweepstakes
The Mineola High School band won the UIL Sweepstakes Award for the seventh consecutive year recently. (Courtesy photo)

First Baptist Church in Mineola switched to a drive-up format for its Sunday morning worship service, with the praise band performing at Peterson Park across 
the street from the church as parishioners listened from the adjacent parking areas. The church had such a good response that it is considering a quarterly 
drive-up service even after things return to normal. (Monitor photo by Sam Major)

BBB offers business relief fund

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@woodcountymonitor.com

A new housing addition is 
in the works in Mineola.

The city council approved 
annexation of 10.24 acres 
off FM 1254 Monday that 
is planned as a housing 
development of around 30 
homes.

The homes have a target 
price range of $150,000 to 
$180,000 to be developed 

by PLM Homes LLC whose 
partners are Elaine and 
Mitch West and Peter Wool-
ford.

West said the land has 
been in her family (Black-
mon), and it was her fa-
ther’s dream to develop it 
as a subdivision.

She said his legacy will be 
carried on with the name, 
Blackmon Meadows.

As part of the municipal 
services agreement for the 

property, the city plans to 
install a sewer lift station.

The council also approved 
extending the emergen-
cy disaster declaration to 
be in line with the state’s 
and county’s orders for the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

West said that with the 
impact of building prices by 
the outbreak unknown, the 
goal is to keep the housing 
prices below $200,000.

Property annexed for Mineola homes

By LARRY TUCKER
editor@wood.cm

Wood County commis-
sioners declared April 2020 
as Child Abuse Awareness 
and Prevention Month Tues-
day.

Wood County Child Wel-
fare Board President Sam 

Scroggins said the annual 
candlelight vigil at Jim Hogg 
City Park has been post-
poned.

“We are planning on hold-
ing the vigil once things get 
back to a rather normal state, 
probably in the fall in Sep-
tember. We all believe very 
strongly that we must do all 
we can do to be aware and 
help prevent child abuse,” 
Scroggins said.

“Child abuse comes in 
many forms, not only phys-
ical and sexual abuse, but 
also mental. All these things 
are detrimental to our chil-
dren. On behalf of all the 
organizations, I appreciate 
your commitment to help 
us spread the word and help 
raise the awareness of child 
abuse,” he said.

After a 15-minute discus-
sion, no action was taken on 
Wood County game room 
regulations. Commissioners 

will meet later in a work-
shop to discuss the matter.

“We probably need some-
thing to be pro-active in 
our county instead of just 
relying on the penal code,” 
Judge Lucy Hebron noted. 

There were several per-
sonnel moves in the Wood 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
Lynn Bettis was moved to 
courthouse security officer 
supervisor while Don Fort-
ner was moved to deputy. 
Jeremy Ragsdale is now CID 
sergeant and Jeremy Smith 
was moved to a deputy po-
sition after serving in the 
past as a courthouse security 
officer. Cody Burge replaces 
Smith as a courthouse se-
curity officer. Billy Hill was 
transferred within the coun-
ty to another department 
and is no longer on the sher-
iff’s office payroll.

 In the district attorney’s 
office, Rebecca Monk re-

signed as a clerk and Suzy 
Bain was hired as a deputy 
clerk.

The addition of a fixed 
structure at Lake Hawkins 
RV Park was approved. The 
structure is set to be a gener-
al store for the area.

Commissioners approved 
an inter-agency agreement 
with Franklin County Sher-
iff’s Office.

In case of an infection of 
the Franklin County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Wood Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office will re-
ceive all incoming 9-1-1 calls 
and administrative calls for 
Franklin County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Due to increased call vol-
ume placed on Wood Coun-
ty, the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office will provide 
all “healthy” telecommuni-
cations officers to report to 
Wood County Sheriff’s Of-
fice for a 24-hour shift.  

County adopts resolution on child abuse; 
commissioners debate game room rules
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Call Brandi
at 903-763-4522

or email
ads@wood.cm

Rentals

Homes

One bedroom furnished house on 
private lake near Alba School, large 
garden. $500/mo. 903-258-2682.

Mobile Homes

Mobile home 3-bedroom, 2-bath. No 
pets allowed, in Quitman. Call 903-
850-3570.

Wood County Monitor classifieds
Buy lot 50x100' near
Lake Fork, RV ready,
$1500 down and
monthly payments

under $200
(903) 878-7265

Under $200/ MONTH 
buys land at Lake Fork. 
50x100’. Perfect for site 
built homes, mobiles/ 
RV’s. (903)878-7265.

COUNTRY TRAILS
Wellness & Rehabilitation

Contact Candy Janes HR

903-962-7595
1638 VZCR 1803•Grand Saline, TX 75140

EEOC/M/F/D/V

With New Shift Differentials

F/T CNA’s
F/T LVN/RN

According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development all 
publishers should publish a notice such as 
the one below to indicate compliance with 
the Fair Housing Act. 

The Publisher’s Notice must be 
published one time in every edition of 
your publication that contains real estate/
housing advertising. The notice should be 
placed at the beginning of the real estate/
housing classi ed ads.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105 • (405) 499-0020, 1-888-815-2672 (toll-free in OK) • www.OkPress.com

October 2008

The Fair Housing Act also applies to 
display advertising for real estate and 
rental properties. 

Display advertising should include the 
equal housing opportunity slogan or logo 

at the following standards dictated by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. These indicate to 
the public that the property is available to 
everyone under the provisions of the Fair 
Housing Act.

EHO LOGO IN ADS

AD SIZE

Less than 4 column inches:
(Slogan Only)

4 column inches 
to less than 1/8 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1/2” x 1/2”)

1/8 page 
to less than 1/2 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1” x 1”)

1/2 page or larger:
(Logo Dimensions: 2” x 2”)

SLOGAN OR LOGO SIZE

NEWSPAPER REQUIREMENT ADVERTISER REQUIREMENT

Download the 
Equal Housing Logo at 
www.OkPress.com/FHA

Jonathan, Rodney & Nic Watkins

P.O. Box 1188 Mineola, TX 75773 (Across from WAL-MART)

903-569-5115
www.watkinsinsurancegroup.com

Discounts up to 40%
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

23

28

39

47

53

56

60

61

62

63

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  snakes found in
      the Houston Zoo
  5  San Antonio
      mayor Cockrell
      in 1990
  6  TX Pride tune:
      “___  _ Can Be”
  7  TXism: “I ____  
      that like a duck 
      needs an
      umbrella”
  8  TX B.J. Thomas
      hit: “I’m So Lone-
      some I Could ___”
  9  TXism: “passed
      me up like I was
      on ____  __ the
      garage” (fast)
16  TXism: “useless
      as a saddle on
      _  ___”
18  TXism: “_____ 
      ___ blanket”
      (divorce)
20  TX Buddy Holly
      hit: “__ Boy”
21  Happy, TX is “town
      with___  _ frown”
22  Tex Ritter studied
      this at UT 
24  Polo Center in 
      San Antonio 
30  Camp County seat
34  TX firefighter
      Adair (init.)
35  Big Lake is the
      seat of this county
36  TX fishing tech-
      nique: ____ line
37  Scarecrow: “If _ 
      ____ Had a Brain”
39  Lamb County birth
      town of TX Waylon
43  ice storm
44  TX Gene Tierney
      married this Oleg
      before TX oilman,
      Lee 

  1  Sierra ______, TX
  2  once a Houston 
      NFL team
  3  TX V.T. Hamlin’s   
      comic strip (2 wds.)
  4  TXism: “ ‘nuff ____”
  9  Houston actress
      Jaclyn (init.)

45  TXism: “let ‘__ rip!”
46  Glen Rose, TX has
      ____saur tracks
47  TXism:“close but __
      cigar”
48  first garden or TX town
50  Bush to George
53  Davy’s home state
      (abbr.)
54  TX Trini Lopez sang
      “__ Bamba”

55  TX Buck Owens’
      “Love’s _____
     Live Here”
56  TX Dan Jenkins
      wrote for “Golf
      ______” magazine
59  ex-Cowboy
      Noonan (init.)
60  TXism:  “fast as _ 
      ___ up a rafter”
61  O.J.’s judge
62  early pay for TX
      Rangers: $1.25   
      ___ day
63  dir. from Abilene
      to Mineral Wells

10  the chosen 12
11  a 9 iron, e.g.
12  Beaumont TV
13  TX Kris 1976 film:
      “A  ____  __  Born”
14  TX Bob Wills line:
      “take __ away,
      Leon” 
15  Dallas Stars’ ice
      league (abbr.)
17  this TX Mel won
      gold in 1948 &
      1952
19  this TX Brown won
      bronze in 1960 as
      female shot putter
23  old Mineral Wells
      slogan: “Where
      America Drinks Its   
      ___  __ Health”
24  this Rogers married
      Uvalde’s Dale (init.)

25  boot width
26  soft mineral found 
      in Texas
27  TX Jimmy Dean’s
      “Big Bad John” was
      “_  _____  of a man”
28  this TX Randy won
      gold in shot put
      in 1968
29  TX pests
31  Amarillo hosts
      “___-State Fair”
32  foot digit

33  precious metals:
      ____  ___ silver
38  Dallas-based
      ______-Marcus
40  TXism: “a boldface
      ___” (big fib)
41  Jason Witten, e.g.
42  Dr. Pepper began
      at a TX _________
49  Wayland Baptist
      athletic confer.
51  TXism: “___ gut”
      (whiskey)
52  Nolte of “North 
      Dallas Forty” (init.)
57  TXism: “bellyache”
58  “got _____ up by
      skeeters”
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FOR SALE
By OwnerBy Owner

5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, 3-car 
garage built in 1994 on 43-acres. 
Includes 2 ponds, 30-acre active 
hayfield, 4000 sqft shop w/concrete 
floor, insulated roof, skylights & a 
5000 sqft haybarn. 

$799,000
903-569-1231

Now taking applications for

Mineola Seniors II
Low Rents w/No Income Limit Restrictions

Must meet our Resident Selection Criteria
1136 N. Newsome ~ Mineola, Texas

If you are a single person or a family, with at least one 
household member 55 years or older, call or email to 
see if you qualify for one of our energy efficient 

1 bedroom units leasing for $550.
These are all electric units & WE pay your water, trash and sewer!!!

• Single story, barrier free design. 
• Some units designed for handicap accessibility
• Private patio & storage
• Range & Refrigerator furnished
• Washer & Dryer connections
• Community room for activities
• Pets allowed with a deposit
• We accept Section 8 HUD Vouchers/Certificates

Set up an appointment today by calling

903-569-0733
or email: mineolaseniors@yahoo.comW
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REQUEST FOR BIDS
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

Mineola ISD and Wood County Special Education Shared 
Services Arrangement are accepting sealed bids for the 
purchase of “Teacher/Office Supplies and Instructional 
Materials, Library Books-Audio Visuals, Athletic Supplies, 
Custodial Supplies, Maintenance/Grounds Supplies, and 
Transportation Supplies”.  Please submit the bottom 
portion of the bid letter with any additional information 
stating bid prices that will be in effect for the school year 
of September 1, 2020 through August 31, 2021.  The bid 
letter can be obtained at the office of the Superintendent 
at 1695 W Loop 564, Mineola, TX  75773.

The bids are to be delivered to 1695 W. Loop 564, Mineola, 
TX 75773 by 4:00 p.m., Friday May 1, 2020.

Place “Bid for____________________________(type of 
supply) on the bid envelope.

MISD reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

Notice is hereby given that renewal application 
is being made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Private Club Registration Permit 
by, Gateway Bar and Grill, Inc. doing business as 
Gateway Bar and Grill, located at 4119 Hwy 154 
West, Yantis, Wood County, Texas. Officers of the 
Corporation are Bob Houser, President, Danny 
Holder, Secretary.

LOOKING FOR A DYNAMIC PROPERTY MANAGER 
For a 24 unit Senior Apartment Community in Quitman, Texas
Property managers are responsible for maintaining our community to 

a market ready standard & ensuring a high level of service. 
Must have

• exceptional clerical, computer and organizational skills
• effective communication and customer service skills, including 

marketing and outreach within the community
• ability to walk property and conduct monthly inspections for units

Furnish Qualified Resume to:
MJS MANAGEMENT P.O. BOX 847 LINDEN, TEXAS 75563

Public Notice
Requesting Public Comment

Habitat for Humanity of Smith County known as HFHSC is 
requesting public comment about ReHabitat, a division of 
HFHSC, applying for a “Section 533 Housing Preservation” 
grant from the United States Department of Agriculture.  
The grant will be used to repair homes of low to very-low 
income families in rural Anderson, Cherokee, Henderson, 
Rusk, Van Zandt, Wood and Smith Counties, Texas. This 
project involves the rehabilitation of one to fifteen homes 
in rural Anderson, Cherokee, Henderson, Rusk, Smith, 
Van Zandt, and Wood Counties, Texas.  Typical ReHabitat 
projects will involve roof replacement, bathroom repair, 
kitchen repair, window repair, flooring replacement, safety 
issues, etc. All comments should be sent to Raimund 
Gideon, Habitat for Humanity of Smith County, 822 West 
Front Street, Tyler, Texas 75702 by April 17, 2020.

Public Notice
Tillman Infrastructure, LLC is proposing to build 
a 315-foot Guyed Tower (330-ft w/appurtenances) 
located at 1266 CR 1840, Yantis, TX 75497. Structure 
coordinates are: 
(N32-55-38.09/ W95-33-02.56). The tower is anticipated 
to have FAA Style E (dual medium intensity) lighting. 
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
Antenna Structure Registration (ASR Form 854) file 
number is A1162346. Interested persons may review the 
application at www.fcc.gov/asr/applications  by entering 
the file number. Environmental concerns may be raised 
by filing a Request for Environmental Review at www.
fcc.gov/asr/environmentalrequest  within 30 days of 
the date that notice of the project is published on the 
FCC’s website. FCC strongly encourages online filing. 
A mailing address for a paper filing is: FCC Requests 
for Environmental Review, ATTN: Ramon Williams, 445 
12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554.

Autumn Wind 
Assisted Living Center 

in Mineola

NOW 
HIRING

ALL POSITIONS

903-569-1111

Correct 
Masat 
Phone 

number 
2682

QDC From page 1

on hand to pass out checks 
Monday.

“We are up to about $7,600 
or something like that. We 
have mailed a couple and 
we are waiting on some to 
come by and pick up the 
checks we have written to-
day,” Dobbs stated. “As a 
board member we are hon-
ored to be able to help our 

business owners in the com-
munity in a small way just 
to extend our appreciation 
for what they do for all of 
us.”

The QDC board had ap-
proved $9,999 for the project 
which leaves the organiza-
tion $2,399 to be disbursed 
in grants. 

Of the 24 successful grant 
applicants, two took the 
$500 in gift card option 
while the remaining 22 
businesses opted for the 
$300 cash.

COVID From page 1

Mineola High School an-
nounced its April 18 prom 
was postponed. Quitman 
previously canceled its 
prom, scheduled in March.

Some schools also moved 
to alternative grading mod-
els in light of the pandemic.

The following events have 
been canceled or postponed:

The Mineola Fire Dept. 
rodeo scheduled in mid-Ju-
ly has been canceled. The 
department cited challeng-
es for business sponsors 
among the reasons.

The Wood County Junior 
Livestock Show scheduled 
April 2-4 has been moved 
to an online model with stu-
dents sending in two-min-
utes videos displaying their 
animals by April 13. The 
poultry show was held on-
line last week.

The Alba City Council 
meeting April 6 was post-
poned and the council plans 
to take up city business at 
the next regular meeting 
date May 4.

The annual Farm and 
Ranch Day for special kids 
that was planned April 24 in 
Golden has been canceled.

Mineola League of the 
Arts is closed and all events 
canceled until at least April 
7. The annual Art Show has 
been rescheduled for Sept. 
11.

The Easter mini-train in 
Mineola Iron Horse Square 
April 11 is canceled.

APET-SPCA animal res-

cue in Mineola is closed un-
til further notice.

Bread of Life Ministries 
food pantry in Mineola is 
closed until further notice.

Mineola Youth Foundation 
has closed the ballpark until 
further notice and delayed 
the season.

Quitman Youth Founda-
tion spring ball season is on 
hold.

Alba-Golden Youth Foun-
dation ball season is on hold.

Mineola Soccer Associa-
tion youth season is on hold.

Quitman Public Library 
closed to the public.

Mineola library programs 
canceled and library closed.

Forever Young Activity 
Center in Quitman closed 
until further notice.

Alba library and museum 
closed until further notice.

The Mineola Historical 
Museum is closed until fur-
ther notice.

Mineola Civic Center - 
Meredith Hall closed (except 
for MISD students using In-
ternet access). Outdoor spac-
es remain open but play-
ground and courts closed. 
Gates locked at night.

Playgrounds in all Mineo-
la city parks are closed. Na-
ture Preserve and Peterson 
Park open spaces remain ac-
ceessible.

Historic Select Theater and 
Lake Country Playhouse 
have suspended operations 
until further notice.

Mineola Railers square 
dancers have suspended ac-
tivities.

Wood County Arboretum 
in Quitman, mini-work-
shops canceled but the gar-

dens remain open.
Check with individual 

churches to learn their plans. 
Most have moved to online 
services.

Local service and civ-
ic clubs and organizations 
have suspended meetings. 
Lake Fork Lions have can-
celed their May 9 fish fry.

The Yantis Catfish Classic 
benefitting the Yantis Fire 
Dept. has been postponed 
until October.

Highway 80 garage sale in 
mid-April is canceled.

Major retailers have ad-
justed store hours to allow 
additional time for restock-
ing and cleaning and allow-
ing special times for senior 
citizens and first respond-
ers/medical personnel to 
shop. Some restaurants have 
added to-go and/or delivery 
services with the end of on-
site dining after March 20.

Wood County district 
court trials have been can-
celed until at least May 1. 
County court is suspending 
all non-essential hearings 
until May 8.

Mineola, Quitman and 
Yantis ISDs and the city of 
Quitman have postponed 
the May elections until No-
vember. The primary runoff 
has been postponed until 
July 14.

The annual child abuse 
awareness candlelight vig-
il April 21 has been post-
poned.

Master Gardeners garden 
tour May 2 is canceled.

The Memorial Day cere-
mony at the veterans memo-
rial at the county courthouse 
May 25 has been canceled.
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SHOP

Does your business
belong here?

at
903-763-4522

or

LOCAL

Our drive-ins and drive-thrus are open!
Enjoy SONIC Drive-In from the comfort of your car, and

use the SONIC App for contactless ordering and payment.
903-763-5445

305 E. Goode Street • Quitman, TX 75783

Doing business online?

Have new hours of business?

Closed your doors temporarily?

List your business on our
website at open.wood.cm (not a typo)

Emogene “Gene”Wilson turned
90 onMarch 17,2020, in the
midst of a global pandemic.
The longtimeMineola resident
smartly canceled her big
celebrationwith family and
friends.But that didn’t diminish
her zest for life.Gene,who also
answers toMomandGranny,
suggested the party be
rescheduledwhen she turns 100.
Until then, she is celebrating
every daywith her three children,
six grandchildren,nine great-
grandchildren and three great-
great -grandchildren, even if the
visits are by telephone,photos
and video for now.

for more info
903-763-4522
ads@wood.cm
903-569-2442

a class unlike
any other in
a time unlike
any before
be part of an
unprecedented
special section
honoring

the

               Sports Beat
MAGIC WORDS

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The baseball season had 
been a trying one. The team 
was talented, but like all 
teams they had a number 
of strengths and more than 
a few weaknesses. It is what 
makes high school sports so 
appealing. Many times, in 
the season which lingered 
just above a .500 mark, re-

sults were determined by 
the intangible factors of 
motivation and effort which 
cannot be quantified. 

So it was with this team. 
They battled hard all season 
and squeaked into the last 
playoff spot in the district. 

The best pitcher on the 
team got the nod to throw 
the playoff game. He was 
short, wiry and as competi-
tive as anyone who ever put 
on cleats. He was also a qui-
et leader of the team, who 
led with sweat and grit, not 

with words. 
He pitched a nice game, 

start to finish. However, 
he was not a dominating 
pitcher. All of his pitches 
were good, but none were 
overwhelming. He needed 
to place the ball, out-think 
the hitters, and he needed 
defense behind him. 

The playoff game was 
close with the opponents 
taking a late two-run lead 
in a low-scoring game. 

No one was too worried, 
for the pitcher’s side had 
scored a number of wins 
with a run or two in the late 
innings. This night, it just 
didn’t happen. The pitch-
er recorded a loss. There 
were no late-inning heroics. 
The opposing side had held 
their two run advantage. 
The season ended. 

As is customary, the coach 
circled his team in the out-
field and had a chat about 
baseball and how to apply 
the lessons of baseball to 
life. The team, obviously 
dejected at the loss, listened. 

After the talk, and as the 
team began to collect their 
gear from the dugout, the 
pitcher sat on the bench. 
He just sat there. The coach 
walked up to him, placed 
his hand on the starter’s 
shoulder and simply said, “I 
am proud of you my boy.” 

Magic words.

(Editor’s note: Monitor 
sports correspondent John 
Arbter doesn’t have much to 
cover these days, so he’s going 
into the archives and sharing 
some observations from his 
beat.)

Quitman High School Assistant Principal Justin Cowart (left) and Athletic Director Bryan Oakes help prepare lunches 
to be given out to QISD families. The district continues the food give-away program while out of the classroom until 
at least May 4.

STRONG
From page 1

the reinvestment of each 
town. Mineola EDC, Winns-
boro FNB, Winnsboro EDC 
and Edgewood EDC have 
each contributed an ad-
ditional $10,000 to their 
town’s fund. Applications 
continue to flood in, but the 
money will run out long 
before all businesses are as-
sisted. 

In an effort to keep the lo-
cal economy stimulated and 
to grow the reinvestment 
fund in each community, 

MCB will add an addition-
al $1 to a town’s fund with 
every local receipt turned 
in. The project will contin-
ue for four months with the 
opportunity for each town 
to earn up to $10,000 for re-
ceipts each month. 

Receipts can be dropped 
off at any MCB drive-thru lo-
cation, emailed to receipts@
smalltownstrong2020.com 
or posted publicly on Face-
book using the hashtag 
#smalltownstrong2020. Due 
to privacy settings, the post 
has to be public to be seen. 
The receipts need to show 
the company name, date of 
transaction and in which 

town the purchase was 
made. 

Any individual or busi-
ness that would like to con-
tribute to a town fund of 
their choice can make dona-
tions directly to Small Town 
Strong Project at any of the 
MCB branches.

Each contribution will ex-
pand the number of appli-
cants MCB will be able to 
assist during this difficult 
economic time, and will 
help keep the doors open 
on the small businesses that 
not only provide charac-
ter and individuality to the 
community, but also create 
employment opportunities.

An Alba area man was 
arrested and charged on a 
pair of drug-related charges 
April 6 at 3:30 p.m.

Benton Jeffery Jones of the 
Alba area was charged with 
manufacture/delivery of a 
controlled substance more 
than four and less than 200 
grams and possession of 
controlled substance more 
than one and less than four 
grams at the time of the ar-
rest.

Jones was transported to 
the Wood County Sheriff’s 
Office where he was booked 
and jailed.

“Jones’ arrest came as part 
of an ongoing investiga-
tion by the Wood County 
Sheriff’s Office Narcotics 
Division. I would also like 
to thank Chief Tim Koonce 
with the Alba Police Dept.,” 
Wood County Sheriff Tom 
Castloo said. “Good in-
ter-agency cooperation is 
vital in these types of inves-
tigations.”

Man arrested


